AGNT Leadership Council Bios

Rev. Dr. Michael Beckwith (Agape International Spiritual Center, Culver City) is the Founder and Spiritual Director of the Agape International Spiritual Center, an 8000 member transdenominational spiritual community.  A Co-founder and President of Association for Global New Thought, Dr. Beckwith is the originator of the Life Visioning Process, an author and composer.  He shares with Dr. Arun Gandhi and Mary Manin Morrissey the national Co-directorship of A Season for Nonviolence, and is an assembly member of the Parliament of the World’s Religions.  Dr. Beckwith is a keynote speaker throughout the nation.  His commitment to world peace has drawn public recognition including awards such as The Gandhi-King-Ikeda Award from Morehouse College, the Humanitarian Award of the National Council for Community and Justice, The Howard Thurman Stained Glass Window Award and many others.
Rev. Howard Caesar (Unity Church of Christianity, Houston, Texas). As Senior Minister, Howard conducts 4 Sunday services for a congregation of 2000. He is the author of numerous articles for Unity publications and the creator of several popular tape series, including the Dynamic Speaker Series. He is the recipient of the 1997 Voice of Unity Award For Excellence for his 20 years in TV and radio broadcast.

Rev. Carol Carnes (Center for Conscious Living, Santa Cruz, Ca). Currently the senior minister of the Center for Conscious Living in Santa Cruz California, Rev Carnes carries on the tradition of New Thought to "liberate religious thinking of superstition and dogma."  As a member of the leadership council of the Association for Global New Thought, she was inducted into the Board of Preachers of Martin Luther King International Chapel at Morehouse College in 2000.  She has participated in the Synthesis Dialogues with HH Dalai Lama in India and Italy and is active in the Season for Nonviolence Campaign convened annually by AGNT.
Rev. Argentina Glasgow (Detroit Unity Temple, Detroit, MI).  Senior Minister of Detroit Unity since 1993, Rev. Glasgow conducts two Sunday Services and is well known to thousands of listeners on station CKWW 580 AM for her weekly seminar and Sunday Service broadcast. She is currently serving on the Executive Board of Trustees for the Association of Unity Churches, and the Ecumenical Theological Seminary.

Barbara Marx Hubbard (Foundation for Conscious Evolution, Santa Barbara, California). Barbara Marx Hubbard is a visionary futurist, author, speaker, social architect and spiritual pioneer. As president of The Foundation for Conscious Evolution she is developing the first Center for Conscious Evolution of Humanity in Santa Barbara, California. She is broadcasting "Live from the Peace Room" on Internet radio:  <www. wisdommedia.com>  connecting up and celebrating leaders of the emerging world. Emerson Institute has awarded her the first doctorate in Conscious Evolution. Her five books are The Evolutionary Journey,  The Hunger of Eve: One Woman’s Odyssey Toward the Future,  The Revelation: A Message of Hope for the New Millennium, Conscious Evolution: Awakening the Power of Our Social Potential, and Emergence: The Shift from Ego to Essence. One of the first evolutionary futurists, she cofounded the Committee for the Future in Washington D.C. in the 1970’s developing the SYNCON process to bring together all sectors of society to seek common goals and match needs with resources in the light of the new potentials in all fields.  In 1984 her name was placed in nomination for the Vice Presidency of the United States on the Democratic ticket, proposing a Peace Room in the office of the Vice President.  She is a founding member of the World Future Society, the Association for Global New Thought, Women of Vision and Action, and the Foundation for the Future.
Rev. Mary Manin Morrissey (Living Enrichment Center, Wilsonville, Oregon). President, Association for Global New Thought; founder and Senior Minister of Living Enrichment Center, a New Thought Church of 4000 members, Mary has an international radio and tape ministry and is seen on cable TV.  Co-director with Dr. Michael Beckwith and Arun Gandhi of "A Season for Nonviolence." She is the best-selling author of Building Your Field of Dreams; serves on Boards of Directors for Radio for Peace, International, New Dimensions Radio, and the Global Renaissance Alliance..

Rev. Mary Omwake (Unity of Maui, Wailuka, HI)  Senior Minister at Unity Church of Maui. From 1989-1999, Mary served as senior minister for the 1500 member congregation of the Unity Church of Overland Park, Overland Park, Kansas. Under her guidance, Unity Church of Overland Park does community outreach to 2500 children, inner-city adolescent girls and gang members, and over 2500 adults in nursing homes and abuse shelters.

Rev. Wendy Craig-Purcell (Church of Today, San Diego). Wendy is the Senior Minister of the 1500-member Church of Today in San Diego, which she founded in 1983. The youngest person ever to be ordained as a Unity Minister, Wendy has served as Chairman of the Association of Unity Churches Church Growth Committee and was one of the group that traveled to India to meet with the Dalai Lama in 1999.

Richard Rogers (Unity of Phoenix). Richard Rogers is the Senior Minister of Unity of Phoenix.   Through his leadership, passion and commitment, Unity of Phoenix has grown to be a spiritual light in Phoenix and throughout the Southwest.   The ministry offers a wide variety of programs to serve the spiritual needs of our community including a weekly television show. Richard wants people to have a first hand experience of the presence of God and to laugh and cry at the human condition.   He sees his strengths as a speaker, teacher and counselor.   Richard currently serves on the Board of Trustees for Unity School of Christianity and on the Leadership Council for Association of Global New Thought  which convened the Synthesis Dialogue I and II with His Holiness the Dalai Lama. He has an undergraduate degree in marketing and postgraduate work in psychology.   He was an executive for a Fortune 500 company before entering seminary.   He and his wife Tamis grew up in Southern California and have a son and daughter.
Dr. Roger Teel (Mile Hi Church of Religious Science, Denver, Colorado) Dr. Roger W. Teel, a leading speaker and spiritual teacher, has served New Thought and the Religious Science ministry for over 25 years.  He holds a degree in psychology and religion and the degree of Religious Science Fellow.  He was awarded a Doctor of Divinity in 1988 and the Doctor of Religious Science Degree in 1999.  Dr. Roger has served pulpits in Oregon, California and, in 1993 returned to his home church, Mile Hi Church in Denver, as Senior Minister.  He oversees all aspects of this thriving ministry of over 8000 members and friends.  He has been very active in United Church of Religious Science leadership, serving on numerous committees.  In 1980, he was elected to the International Board of Trustees and in 1983 was elected Chairman, a position he filled for two years.  As his career has expanded, his influence has extended internationally; he lectures and conducts workshops for churches, service organizations, schools, and businesses.  Dr. Teel assisted in facilitating the Synthesis Dialogues with His Holiness the Dalai Lama in 1999 and 2001.  He is co-founder of the Association for Global New Thought, and serves on the board of the Foundation for Affordable Housing.

Barbara Fields Bernstein 

Executive Director, The Association for Global New Thought

Project Director - Gandhi & King: A Season for Nonviolence 1998-2004; Program Director - 1993 Parliament of the World's Religions in Chicago; Co-director of the Synthesis Dialogues with His Holiness, the Dalai Lama of Tibet, Dharamsala, India, 1999, Trent, Italy, 2001, and Rome, 2004; Recipient of The Peace Museum's 1998 Community Peacemaker Award, in the area of Diplomacy, and Religious Science International’s first Peace Award in 2003; Conference and Program Director for the Society for Buddhist-Christian Studies 1996 (Chicago), 2000 (Tacoma, WA), and 2005 (Los Angeles); Program Director - International Buddhist-Christian Theological Encounter, Purdue University and the Lilly Foundation 1998-2003; Participant - UNESCO Seminar on Religion and Peace, Granada, Spain, 1998; Co-founder of The Earth Network, a non-profit alternative television organization for the environment, social action, and the human spirit for which she  received the 1994 Visionary Award from the Center For New Television; Contributing author, The Community of Religions (Continuum Press, 1996).

