ACTIVITY: “Patriotism & Peacemaking”   TIME: 2+ Class Periods

FOCUS: Act Courageously  ALSO: Respect Others, Listen

STEP 1 – DEFINITIONS OF PATRIOTISM                        

Have students write their own definition and discuss these as a class and then read these three definitions of patriotism and ask students which they prefer and why.


Robert Heinlein (writer & US Naval Academy graduate): “Patriotism means that you place the welfare of your nation ahead of your own, even if it costs you your life.”


Ralph Nader (consumer advocate & US presidential candidate): “…patriotism is working to make America more lovable…This means working to end poverty, discrimination, corruption, greed and other conditions that weaken the promise and potential of America.”


Roman Catholic Church: “Citizens should develop a generous and loyal devotion to their country, but without any narrowing of mind.  In other words, they must always look simultaneously to the welfare of the whole human family, which is tied together by the manifold bonds linking races, peoples, and nations.” (from THE CHURCH IN THE MODERN WORLD, Vatican Council II, 1965, #75)

STEP 2 – “THREE LEVELS OF PATRIOTISM & CITIZENSHIP…” 

Duplicate this page and discuss the importance of all three; perhaps also decide as a class which flags you would like to have in your classroom and which “pledges” you want to say regularly.

STEP 3 – PATRIOTISM & BEING CRITICAL OF US POLICIES



Duplicate or read Amber Amundson’s letter to President Bush about not using her husband’s death on 9/11 as a reason for retaliation.  Have students talk about her feelings and her “patriotism.”  Can we be critical and patriotic at the same time?  


Older students could also read “Be the Best That We Can Be”  by James McGinnis, challenging the morality of the US “War on Terrorism.”  Ask students in what senses would they consider this patriotic or unpatriotic and why.

STEP 4 – PERSONAL ESSAY or ARTISTIC PRESENTATION
  

Have students write an essay on "What does it mean to be a patriot and a peacemaker;” 

or do a picture collage, rap, or poem expressing their position.  

STEP 5 – PUTTING PATRIOTISM INTO PRACTICE


Have students brainstorm various ways they can put their understanding of patriotism into practice and write these on newsprint.


Have them check various websites for other possible actions and report back to class. Be sure to include these two websites and the various links on each: Season for Nonviolence

( ) and Institute for Peace & Justice: www.ipj-ppj.org

Have each student decide one action they can do to put their understanding of patriotism into practice and write it on an index card or strip of construction paper.  As with several of the other activities, these strips could become spokes in a “We Will Be Patriots & Peacemakers Wheel” that could be posted in the classroom.

Three Levels of Patriotism or Citizenship for the 21st Century

“The new century with its hoped-for Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence seems to be crumbling around us.  But this is not a time for despair.  It is a time for new learnings about the complexity of peacebuilding in a world alive with diversity.  We have not understood the structural, cultural and spiritual difficulties of our task.  Particularly, we have not understood the emerging three-fold citizenship required of us in the 21st century:  (1) faithfulness to our country, (2) faithfulness to the new requirements of citizenship in the United Nations for all six billion of us, and (3) faithfulness to another kind of citizenship entirely – in the kingdom of heaven, which we share with all creation.  Each of our three citizenships is intertwined with the other two.  What shall our practice be?”          -- by Dr. Elise Boulding, an eminent US peace educator of the past 50 years.  See her recent book, CULTURES OF PEACE: THE HIDDEN SIDE OF HISTORY.

For the world to survive in this time of unprecedented global peril, we must cultivate three senses of patriotism, which are represented below by the three flags we should be flying and pledges we should be saying with our hearts and hands as well as our head.
As a citizen of the United States:

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the

United States of America and to the

republic for which it stands – one

nation, UNDER GOD, indivisible, with

LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.”
As a citizen of the earth:

“I pledge allegiance to the earth,

to cherish every living thing,

to care for earth and sea and air,

with peace and justice everywhere.”
As a citizen of the global community:

“We the Peoples of the United Nations,

determined to save succeeding generations

from the scourge of war… and to reaffirm

faith in the equal rights of men and women

and of nations large and small… and to live

together in peace with one another as good

neighbors… have resolved to combine our

efforts to accomplish these aims.”

(from the UN Charter, 1945)
November 24, 2001

Dear President Bush, 


My name is Amber Amundson. I am a 28-year-old single mother of two small children. The reason I am a single mother is because my husband was murdered on September 11, while working under your direction. My husband, Craig Scott Amundson, was an active duty multimedia illustrator for your Deputy Chief of Staff of Personnel Command, who was also killed.  

I am not doing well.   I am hurt that the U.S. is moving forward in such a violent manner. I do not hold you responsible for my husband's death, but I do believe you have a responsibility to listen to me and please hear my pain.   I do not like unnecessary death. I do not want anyone to use my husband's death to perpetuate violence.  So, Mr. President, when you say that vengeance is needed so that the victims of 9/11 do not die in vain, could you please exclude Craig Scott Amundson from your list of victims used to justify further attacks? I do not want my children to grow up thinking that the reason so many people died following the Sept. 11 attack was because of their father's death.  I want to show them a world where we love and not hate, where we forgive and not seek out vengeance. 

Please Mr. Bush, help me honor my husband.  He drove to the Pentagon with a Visualize World Peace bumper sticker on his car every morning.  He raised our children to understand humanity and not fight to get what you want.  When we buried my husband, an American flag was laid over his casket.  My children believe the American flag represents their dad.  Please let that representation be one of love, peace and forgiveness.  I am begging you, for the sake of humanity and my children, to stop killing.  Please find a nonviolent way to bring justice to the world.

Sincerely, 

Amber Amundson

Note:  Amber is a member of September 11th Families for Peaceful Tomorrows.  See their website (www.peacefultomorrows.org) for information about what they are doing and the video that includes statements from Amber and other families.
Be the Best That We Can Be
by  James McGinnis

America revealed her "best face" in the immediate response to terrorist violence.  Rescue workers especially, but everyone who donated blood, who reached out to their Muslim neighbors with reassuring concern, who gave their compassion, time, and money to help the victims of 9/11 showed the world the best of America.  HATE HIT AMERICA AND LOVE RESPONDED.  Evil gave America its best shot and American goodness prevailed, at least for a moment.  But evil wasn’t finished with America.  Evil wants us to become like it.  The battle of good and evil isn’t Americans vs. terrorists, for evil also invades our own souls and the policies and the very soul of our nation. To be the best that we can be demands that we take a very painful look at ourselves as a nation, to see how our economic and military power has so often been used to enrich ourselves by exploiting others.

    While these terrorists aren’t righteous champions of the poor and powerless, it is poverty, powerlessness and humiliation that breed terrorism.  Let’s be the best we can be and drain the swamps of poverty and exploitation that breed terrorism.  The only truly effective strategy for dealing with terrorism can be glimpsed in an unlikely campaign in an unlikely place.  In 1982, patriotic youth and adults throughout Nicaragua were organized to eliminate mosquito-borne malaria.  On the same weekend, these patriots placed tiny bags of a powerful antidote in every pool and container of stagnant water in every corner of the country.  Instead of trying to track down every single mosquito in the country with fly swatters and bug spray, Nicaraguans went after the breeding grounds for these insects.  And the patriots won.  Malaria all but disappeared as long as this strategy remained in place.  We can learn from this campaign and recover the idealism that has made America great at different times in our history.

    In 1961, John F. Kennedy challenged American idealism in words no one of that generation will ever forget.  "Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country."  Shortly after this ringing challenge, thousands of American patriots volunteered for the Peace Corps, to take the best of America to the poor and exploited peoples of this world.  Today we need an even broader rallying cry, challenging Americans to “ask not what the world can do for us (providing cheaper products and greater corporate profits), but what we can do for the world."  Instead of marshalling only the military forces of America to bomb terrorists and those who harbor them, we should be marshalling the police and intelligence forces of the world to bring the terrorists to justice.  We must at the same time marshall our best moral force to say to the poor of the world who have been exploited by American wealth and power – we are sorry for this misuse of our power and wealth.  We will mobilize our financial and human resources in another "Marshall Plan" for you, as we did for Europe after World War II.  We will cancel your burdensome debts and provide development aid on a massive scale, not the paltry 0.1% of our GNP that we do now.

    This is a KAIROS moment.  As those wonderful patriotic youth of the 60’s and 70’s who made up the "Up With People" troupe sang to audiences throughout America – "Which way, America; which way, America, are you going to go?"  The choices we are making in these perilous times will help or hurt the world for decades to come.  Let’s invest in the future of a world that is both safe and free.  We can never again be safe and free unless the whole world is safe and free.  And we can’t do that alone.  We have to work as one nation among many through the international auspices of the United Nations, using the International Criminal Court rather than our own military tribunals, to try the terrorists..  And let us bring to these international institutions and to the peoples of the world the best that we can be.  That’s the kind of patriotism the world needs and America needs.  We can’t let our government continue to squander what safety and freedom we have in a misguided adventure of brute military force.

       I’m deeply saddened, scared, and angry that neither Americans nor those in the rest of the world will ever be safe and free again unless we find the courage, humility and compassion to turn our beloved America around.  The rescue workers on 9/11 showed us how.  Now it’s up to the rest of us. 

